
I-90, Spokane to the Idaho State Line
 
WSDOT is now creating the design process on 
the section of Interstate 90 (I-90) from Argonne 
Road to the Idaho State Line. Our goal is to 
complete designs in order to begin right-of-way 
acquisitions and construction as soon as funds 
are allocated. 
  

Why is WSDOT pursuing the 
expansion of I-90? 
I-90 is a major commute and travel route for 
eastern Spokane County and North Idaho with 
traffic volumes exceeding 100,000 vehicles per 
day. I-90 is a Strategic Freight Corridor because 
of the international and domestic interstate and 
intrastate trade that it carries. Freight traffic 
through this corridor is expected to increase by 
30% over the next 10 years. The freight that is 
hauled within this corridor has a substantial 
market value and includes: grain products, 
household goods, retail merchandise, metal 
products, groceries, mail, and lumber.  If I-90 is 
not expanded to accommodate growing freight 
and passenger traffic, congestion and other 
impacts will substantially reduce the 
transportation value of this critical corridor. 
 

The end result 
This project will add two additional lanes (one 
general purpose lane in each direction) to I-90 
from the Argonne Road Interchange to the Idaho 
State Line. The project is expected to be built in 
three major phases: Argonne Rd. to Sullivan Rd; 
Sullivan Rd. to Harvard Rd. (Liberty Lake), and 
Harvard Rd. to the Idaho State Line.  
 

What are the project timelines? 
��Fall 1989, the "I-90/Four Lakes to 

Idaho State Line" Environmental 
Impact Statement was completed.  This 
project is included within the limits of 
that study.  

��The current Sprague Avenue to 
Argonne Road construction project on 
I-90 will be complete by late Fall 2001. 

 
 
 
 

Existing 

 
  
Today's View 

 
 
Proposed 

 
  

Construction Update: 
Construction funding has not yet been 
appropriated.  
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How can I get involved? 
Neighborhood meetings, presentations, and open 
houses are held for this project on a regular 
basis. Contact the project engineer's office listed 
below or WSDOT Eastern Region Public Affairs 
at 509-324-6015. 
  

What is being done to protect 
the environment? 
The corridor level, "I-90/Four Lakes to Idaho 
State Line" Environmental Impact Statement was 
completed in 1989.  A re-evaluation of 
environmental impacts for each project within 
this corridor is performed as a part of the design 
process for that project. 
 
�� Sole Source Aquifer protection is enhanced 

by removal of or retrofitting existing 
drywells and installation of pretreatment 
swales prior to infiltration of stormwater 

�� Improvements to air quality in the Ambient 
Air Quality Non-Attainment Area are 
accomplished by reducing congestion on the 
mainline  

�� Cultural, Historic and Archeological 
resources are identified and appropriate 
mitigation for impacts is implemented  

�� Noise Abatement is the result of the 
installation of noise walls and/or beams 

�� Visual Quality is enhanced by roadside 
vegetation and aesthetically sensitive 
finishes on noise walls.   

 
Resolutions of issues in each of these areas are 
the result of these supplemental re-evaluations of 
the impacts of the I-90 projects. 
  

Increasing safety is one of our 
priorities 
Three sections in this corridor, totaling five miles 
in length, have been designated as "High 
Accident Corridor" locations. The majority of 
crashes in these sections are rear end or 
sideswipes. The addition of general purpose 
lanes in each direction will help reduce these 
types of collisions. 
  

 

 

Government-to-government 
tribal consultation process 
WSDOT consults with Tribal officials to identify 
culturally sensitive areas within the corridor.  
  

Financial Information 
The current estimated overall cost for this 
corridor project is approximately $167.1 million. 
Less than $1 million has been spent prior to the 
current biennium. 
  
The 01-03 budget provides $887,000 to continue 
design work in 01-03 and $144,000 for 03-05. 
  
The out-year funding needs are the amounts 
required to maintain the current project schedule. 
If funding is not provided, design, right-of-way 
and construction schedules will have to be made 
and construction cost estimates will have to be 
revised for extended inflation growth.  

 

Project Facts  
----------------------------------------------------------- 

��This project will add two additional lanes 
(one general purpose lane in each direction) 
to I-90 from the Argonne Road Interchange 
to the Idaho State Line.  

��This project Argonne Road to the Idaho 
State Line is approximately 12-miles in 
length.  

��Constructing with Portland Cement 
Concrete Pavement, while having a higher 
initial cost, provides a cost savings over the 
extended life of the pavement due to 
reduced maintenance and repaving needs, 
plus reduced future construction by 
pavement repair or rehabilitation 
requirements. 

��Preliminary Engineering work for the 
Argonne Road to Sullivan Road segment 
began in July 1998.  However, this work 
was suspended in late 1999 due to funding 
constraints brought about by State 
initiatives. This work was later restarted in 
January 2001 and continues today.  

��Preliminary Engineering for the Sullivan to 
Harvard Road and Harvard Road to the 
Idaho State Line sections are dependent on 
new revenue.  
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Expenditure Plan 
  
  

Prior Expenditures Remaining Costs Total

State and Federal Funds $819,000 $1,031,000 $1,850,000 
Funded subtotal  $819,000 $1,031,000 $1,850,000 
Unfunded amount  $165,312,000 $165,312,000 
Total Cost $819,000  $166,343,000 $167,162,000 
Financial data is current as of 9/1/01. 
  

How can I get more 
information? 
For detailed information about this project 
contact:  
Bob Hilmes, Project Engineer  
2714 N. Mayfair  
Spokane, WA 99207  
Phone: (509) 324-6242 
E-mail: HilmesB@wsdot.wa.gov 
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